The Sacrament of Baptism

When parents present their child for
baptism, they are asking the church to
receive their child as a part of the family of
God. They are also making a comnmitment to
their child to help him /her become part of

this community of faith. At baptisin parents
are told to “make it their constant care o
bring up their child in the practice of faith.”

Baptism is one of the seven sacraments
instituted by Christ. It is the sacrament of
initiation or the first sacrament to be re-
celved. Without baptism, a person cannot be
adrnitted to the other sacraments of the
Catholic Church. Baptism is received only
once,

Baptism, Confirmation and Fucharist are
sacraments of initiation, Baptism is a sacra-
ment of new life in Christ. [n baptism, a
person becomes a Christian and receives
grace and life from the Holy Spirit.

‘The Rite of Christian Initiation

Adults and youth who are baptized are
initiated into the community of faith
through the process called the Rite of Chris-

tian Initiation of Adults (RCIA). The RCIA
stresses the connection between the sacra-
ments of Christian initiation. During the.
Easter vigil, those who have been prepared,
or the elect, are welcomed into the Church
and receive all three sacraments. '

Those who are baptized ag infants re-
ceive the sacraments of confirmation and
eucharist after they are prepared at a later
age. At baptism, the parents of these infants
make a commitment to prepare their child
for the sacramental life of the Church. Those
who receive baptism as infants are usually
prepared to receive the sacraments of recon-
ciliation and eucharist while they are in
elementary school. They begin preparation
for confirmation in most parishes a little
later.

A Gift

Baptism is a gift. It is a grace whichis
not earned or merited. In baptism, sins are

-washed away. If a person has committed

any personal sins; they are forgiven in ‘
baptism. An infant cannot commit personal
sins, but, in baptism the child is set free

from the state of original sin. This state of
original sin is the situation of being human
but not yet part of God’'s family as God
originally intended.

Symbols of Baptism

Water- symbolizes new life and washing

~ away of sin.

Candle- symbolizes new life in the resur-
rected Christ.

White Garment- symbolizes a new creation
ciothed in Christ.

O of Baptism-~ symbolizes Christ's
strengthening power,
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‘The Sacrament of Baptism

Role of Parents

Parents:

o are responsible for initiating their children
into the sacramental life.

e serve as models for their children by being
committed Christians.

> have the primary responsibility for the
religious education of their children.

s worship tegularly with their families.

e nurture the child they brought to baptism
in his/ her faith.

o are asked to determine their child’s readi-
ness for other sacraments.

o are asked to take time with their child to
talk about Jesus, to read him/ her bible
stories, and to pray together as a family.

Role of 2 Godpar-

ent:

The Godparent:

o is chosen by the
infant’s parents.

e must be a Catholic
who is fully initiated
into the Church,
having received
baptism, confirma-
tion, and Eucharist.

» accepts a lifetime
commitment to help
the child grow in the
faith., :

o should be reasonably informed on the
teachings of the Catholic Church

s s asked to help the child grow in the faith.

The Gift of A Name

Naming your baby is a special gift you
give to your child. The name you giveisa
gift for a lifetime.

Catholics traditionally name their chil-
dren after Jesus, Mary, or the saints. This
custom derives from the idea of providing
models of Christian virtue for the person
being baptized. |

Baptismal Register

Hvery parish has a baptismal register in
which baptisms are recorded. Your baby’s
baptism will be recorded in our parish
baptismal register. If you or your child
should ever need a proof of baptism, it may
be cbtaired by contacting our parish otfice.

A certificate will be issued on the basis of
the information contained in this register.
Your child’s confirmation, marriage, or
ordination will also be recorded next to the
baptismal entry in this register.

Rite of Baptisin

Baptism may take place within a Mass or
as a separate ceretnony. The Rite of Baptism
of an infant or a child has four main parts:

1. Reception/ Welcome

» Greeting the family

o Calling the infant/child by name

o Signing the infant/child with the sign of
the cross.

2. Celebration of the Word
o Scripture readings

@ Short homily

o Prayer of the Faithful

e Prayers of exorcism

» Anointing before baptism

3. Celebration of the sacrament of bapiism
o Blessing of the water

s Profession of Faith and renunciation of sin
e Baptism

o Anointng with chrism

o Clothing with white garment

¢ Lighting of the baptismal candle

4, Concluding Rites
e The Lord’s Prayer
° Blessing
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‘Tke Sacrament of Baptism

Rele of Parents during the actual
Baptismal Ceremony

Parents:

@ Announce the name of the child when
asked by the celebrant

@ Request that the child be given baptism in
response to the question, “What do you
ask for you child?”

@ Accept the responsibility of training their
child in the practice of the faith

@ Trace the sign of the cross on the child’s
forehead

¢ Profess their faith and renounce Satan, by
responding with the words, “I do,” when
questioned about their belief in the ar-
ticles of faith

e Carry the infant to the baptismal font and
hold him/her during the actual baptism
(usually the mother)

¢ Accept the baptismal candle from the
celebrant (usually the father)

» Receive the blessings of the celebrant,

Role of the Godparents during the

actual Baptismal Ceremony

Godparents:
¢ Join the family of the child
¢ Announce the child’s name with the

parents

° Serve as a representative of the Church

® Trace'the sign of the cross on the forehead
of the child

* Make a profession of faith with the par-

ents,
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Baptism of Infants
Parents who have asked to have their
baby baptized are, by the act of doing this,
making a special comumitment for the future.
They are accepting the responsibility of
fraining their child in the practice of their
faith. What does this entail?

Practice of the Faith
In accepting the baptismal responsibili-
ties, parents promise to:
¢ teach their children about God
e read the bible to their children
¢ prepare the children for the sacramental
life of the church
* be willing to participate at Sunday Mass
with their children
e arrange for the religious education of their
children
¢ model a life of Christian virtue.

Commandments

Parents are also asked to accept the
responsibility of bringing their children up
to keep God’s commandments as Christ
taught themn. Parents are asked to not only
teach the words of the commandments, but
to help children understand the spirit of the
commandments by providing role models.
Children are to be taught to love God and
neighbor for the love of God.
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